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The PREFACE. 


Am very ſenſble, that the CharaCters of Cler- 
|| gy-Men are the moſt difficult im the World ts 
be wrote, eſpecially with Impartiality and Truth. 
Miniſters are but Men as other Men are ; and 
Men too, as St. Paul ſaid of himſelf, of like 
Paſhons with our ſelyes : 4 Truth ſo viſibly made 
out now, that 'tis nct every Mmiſter s Life will bear 
a Charatter. 

Not that I deſign to make Refleft:ons upon any, nor 
would 1 have my Charafter of one be a Satyr upon 
others ; and when 1 ſay, that few or none does come 
np to the Character of Dr. Anneſley, yet I woud 
not be underſtood as if there were not a great many left 
whoſe Emment Piety and Vertue deſerved very great 
Reſpett. 

But if I muſt come to make Diſtin&tons, 1 muſt ſay, 
T hat among the beſt, I neither know, nor have heard 
of one left, who can pretend to come up to his Degree in 
all Pots ; for 1 am nat diftingwſhing between the Good 
andrhe Bad, but between the Good and the Beſt. 

Every Good Miniſter does not make a Good Man ; 
there are thwart Lines the Diſpeſations of ſome of 
the beſt, which even Grace it ſelf has not the power to 
obliterate: And the Effefts of this are moſt viftble in 
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thetr relative Converſation. Not but that I believe a 
Man may be-of 'a very ill Temper, and yet be a true 
Chriftian : But 1 coud wiſh no ſuch were to be 
Miniſters. How Beautzful « it, to fee a Man that 
it 'a Miniſter be alſo a Gentleman ! For certaznly 
Good Manners are the moſt conſiſtent with Chriſtianity 
of any thing mn the Warld. 

Vanity and Self-eſteem on one band, Covetouſneſs 
and Selt-fecking on the other , are Things ſo frequent 
among our Teacher Sz that never 14s there more need 
for us to lvear the Word of God without Reſpect of 
Perſons. If this has no other effeft , twill certainly 
raiſe the Valne of ſuch Men who keep themſclves un- 
ſpotted from the like. 

And, 1 do confeſs, this has raiſed my Eſteem for 
the Memory of Dr. ANNESLEY, whoſe ge- 
nerows Soul bad nothing in him that was little or mean; 


of whom, 1 am ſure, one Line m the Elegy is moſt 
particularly true : 


He had no Prieſt-craft in him, nor no Pride. 


He had a natrve genuine Heneſty ; any thing that was 
ſelfiſh or narrow was really below him, as a Gentle- 
man as well as Chriſtian : His Temper was ſo good, 
and his Mind ſo calm, that the meaneſt Creature in 
the World might have the freeſt Converſation 
with him, I think 
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I think, I need make no 4polog y for the Character, 
as it referrs to him, unleſs it be that [ have ſaid too 
little of him: what i weakly expreſs d 1s the Error of 
my Capacity, and may be mended by ſome body elſe ; 
but I have diligemly peruwd ut , and cannot find 
that I have ſaid any thing that is ua really I rue of 
him. /f 1 hve taken any Poetick Licenſe, I de- 
fire 1» be underſtood in ſuch a Latunde as ſuch Ex- 

reins ought to be taken in; I do no where mean, 

that Dr. Anneſley was not a Man ſubje& to Frailtres, 
or lifirmities, or that he was arrivd to a Perfettion 
m this Life ; but this I muſt ſay, He 7s the only 
Man of whom I could never hear ote Refle- 
Ction, either by Friend or Advyerfary, either 
while living, or fince dead. He þ.:4 wo Fmmucs 
while alrve, nor has no Scandal or Slauder 9n hin 
now Dead. His Vertues we (new, bis Infirmittcs 
none knew but God and himſelf. Nor do I ſay any 
where , that there have not been, or are not Men of more 
{ublime Parts and general Learning ; tho he was ex- 
tracrdinary in both. For in Learning, Mens Excellen- 
cies differ as therr Genius leads ; ſome are more Maſters 
of Polite Language 3 ſome wrte finer than they ſpeak; ; 
ſome excel in Polemicai D:vimty, ſome im Contr. 
verſal ; jome are greater Linguiſts, ſome greater Lo- 
giCIans ; ſome have a loft perſwaſive Stile, ſome a 
2 {ublime 
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ſublime, and ſome a majeſcick : But theſe are not 
Clauſes in which 1 diſtinguiſh him ſo much ; he had 
a ueedful meaſure of all. Practical Divinity was 
his Buſineſs, and Caſes of Conſcience his Study. 
But 'tis the Zeal, the Caudor, and Sicerity of bus 
Mind ; the Largeneſs of his Charity, the Greatneſs 
of his Soul, the Sweemeſs of his Temper, and the 
Vaſtneſs of his Deſigns to propagate the Kingdom 
and Intereſt of his Maſter. Theſe are the Vertues 
which I magnifie to ſuch a heighth im Dr. Annelley, 
and for which, 1 believe, no Man will think himſelf 
reflefted on, by ſaying, We had no Equal, 

Parties might differ in Judgment, and jet all a- 
greed, That he was a Good Man 5 whether Confor- 
miſt or Nonconformiſe, 4/1 Lovd him : and he 
comes under the woe of that Proverb, That all Men 
ſpeak Well of him. He was one of thiſe Good 
Men for which one woud even dare to Gic, when 
for a Righteous Man there is no ſuch Obligation. 
I fhall run on no further im his Character hepe, af- 
ter what has been ſaid of him m the Pulpic ; his Me- 
mory will 'live im the Mmds of all that kaew him, 
and thoſe who did not, may read ſomething of him in 
the following CHARACT EP. 
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7 Was ſpoke from Heaven, the Beſt of Men 
mult Die, 


No Pattent's ſeal d for Immortality-: 
Not God's own Fayourites can ſhun the Stroke , 
Even God himſelf cannot the Law revoke ; 
He can't, unleſs he ſhould at once cepeal 
The Ecernal Laws of Nature: Change his Wall ; 
Declare his Works imperfe&, Life reſtore 
To all that's Dead, and be a God no more, 
The World, whoſe Nature is to fade and die, 


Muſt chavge, and take wp Immortality ; 
ih C And 
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And Time,. which.to. Ecgxnity xouls. 0n, 
Muſt change, and be Eternity begun. 

All Fhings muſt ever live, or Man muſt dic: 
The Laws Supream, and Nature mult obey. 
How vai then, and :mpertinent 15 Grief, 
Which nor to Dead nor Living gives Relief ! 1 
Stghs for departed Friends are ſenſeleſs things, | 
Which chem no Help, nor us no Comfore brings. 
Tears on the Graves, where Breathleſs. Bodies lee, 
Our Ignorance, or Atheiſm, imply ; 
Aſhes and Sack-cloth, Cries and renting, Cloaths, 
Our Folly more than our Afﬀettion ſhows : 
For Grief is nothing, properly, but Rage, 
And God himſfelf's the Object we engage. 
Fain we would live without his Negative ; 
Which when we cant accompliſh, then we grieve : 
The Paſſions fooliſh, as it 1s profane ; 
The Action, as tis fruucleſs, and in vain. 


But 
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But wow d you like a Man, or Chriſtian, grieve 

Ihe others die, be thankful youre alve ;, 

Improve the Great Examples you look on, 

And take their Deaths for VVarnngs of your own : 
For the beſt of Men cannot ſuſpend their Fate ; 
The Good die early, and the Bad die late. 

The Eternal Laws of Life are fixd and faſt, 
And he who lateſt dies, yer dies at laſt. 

Tho' early V ice does early Death preſage, 

Tet Piety can lengthen no Mans Age : 

The Stroke's promiſcuous, and there's noſuſpence 
Beyond the ſtated Bounds & Providence ; 

For if diſtinguiſh d Piety could fave, 

We had: ſeen no Eleg y, nor he no Grave. 

Stay then, and ſpend a Thought upon his Herſe, 
Whoſe Name is more immortal than my Verk : 
For tho Deaths Stroke, like an impetuous Flood, 
Inyolyes mn common Fate the Juſt and Good, 
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And ih one Grave there undiſtinguiſh'd lies 
The Aſhes of the Fooliſh and the VViſe, 
The Ptous and Profane, tlie Mean, the Grear, 
And Grac- it ſelf can be no Bribe to Fate ; 
Yet Pious Works, like living Flowers, grow 
To a hind of Immortality below ; 
And Characters of Worthies, like the S:n, 
Reflect a Luſtre, cho' themſelves are gone : 
Which do immortal Names to ther create, 
For us to Honour and to Imitate. 
Then ſee what CharaCters to him belong ; 
The beſt that Pen cer wrote, or Poet ſung. 
His Parents dedicated him, by Vow, 
To ſervethe Church, and early taught him how. 
As Hamah, when ſhe for her Samuel prayd, 
The Welcome Loan with Thankfulnefs repay d; 
$© they, foreſeeing 'rwou'd tot be in-yain, 
Akd bim of God,  andl vow d bum back again; 


And 
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And he again as early did prepare 

To liſt a willing Soldier in the Sacred War. 
His Pious Courſe with Childhood be began, 

And was bis Maker s ſooner than his own ; 

As if deſign'd by Inſtin&t to be Great, 

His Judgment ſeem to antidate his Wit ; 

His Soul out-grew the natural rate of Years, 

And full-grown Wit at balf-grown Touth appear} ; 

Early the vigorous Combat he began, 

And was an elder Chriſtian than a Man. 

The Sacred Study all his Thoughts confin'd ; 

| A ſign what ſecrer Hand prepar'd his Mind: 

The Heavenly Book be made bu only School, 

In Touth his Study, and in Age his Rule. 

Thus he in blooming Years and Hopes began, 

Happy, Belovd, and Bleſt of God and Man ; 

Solid, yet Vigorous too, both Grave and Young 


A taking Af and a charming Tongue 
A taking Alpect, - Pr... 
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With David's Courage, arid -Foþab's Youth; ! ' 
All over Love, Sincerity,, and Truth, 
TheflatteringWorld atrack'dhim with her Charms, 
Bur he ſhook the:gaudy Trifle from his Arms ; 
When Fraud aftaulced-him,, or Fame careſs, 
This he:witlyEaſle, arid that wich Scorn ſupprefs'd : 
Firm -as-the Rocks (in'rouling Seas abide, 
When Eloyds'sf Doubts and Dangers paſs beſide, 
When Griefs come thrza:ningon, or Comfort lows,, 
He was uadepreſsd by theſe, unraisd by. thoſe ;_ 
And thus advancing wich a juit Applauſe, 

He grew a Champion in his Maſter s Cauſe; 

The Sacred Bow-he fo. Divinely drew,.. 
That every ſhot both hrt and overthrew ; 

His native Candor, and familiar Ste, 

Which did:{6 oft his Hearers Hours beguile,, 
Charm 4 us with Godlineſs, and while he ſpake, 


We on < the DotFrane for. the Teacher's ſake: ; 
While 
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While he inform'd us what his DoCtrines meant; 
By dint of Praftice more than Argument,, 
Strange were the Charms of his Sincerity, 
Whici made his Actions and his Words agree 
Ar ſuch a coaſtant and.exaCt a rate, 
As made a: Harmony we wondred at. 

Henour be had by Birth, . and not by Chance, .. 
Ang more by Merit than Inheritance ; 
But both together joyn'd, ſpell out his Name, 
For Honeſty. and- Honour are the ſame, 
And ſhow, when Merir's joynd with Quality., 
The Gentleman aud Chriſtian may agree. 

Honour by Vertue only is upheld, 
And vain are all (he Trophies Vice can build ; 
For tho- by wicked Acts.Men gain Applauſe, 
The Reputacion s rotten, . like the Cauſe : 
Vain toos the {ingle Honour. of Deſcent, 


Till. Merit's added as .a Supplement; 
D 2 Burt.. 
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But when to Vertue Grace infusl is given, 
The Sacred Incenſe reaches up to Heaven ; 
No Force, or Fraud, can ſuch a Fame remoye, 
It pleaſes Men below, and God above. 

His negative Vertwes alſo have been tryd, 
He had no Prieſt-craft m him, nor no Pride ;, 
No Fraud nor Wheedling Arts to be eſteem'd, 
But juſt the very Perſon that he ſeem ; 
Nor was he touch or tainted with a Bribe, 
Thac univerſal Blemiſh of the Tribe : 
For if to Gifts he ever was enclind, 
He laid none up, nor left us none behind. 
A Moſes for Humility and Zeal, 
For Innocence a true Nathamel.; * 
Faithful as -zbrabam, or the Truer Spies ; 
No Mau more Honeſt, and but few fo Wife : 
Exemplar Vertue ſhone through every Part ; 
For Grace had full poſſeſſion of his Heart : 
Humility 
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Humility was his dear and darling Grace, 
And Honeſty ſate Regent in his Face ; 
Meekneſs of Soul did in his Aſpect ſhine, 

But in the Truth, refolyd and maſculine ; 

A Pleafing Smile fate ever on his Brow, 

A (ign that chearful Peace was lodgd below. 

If cer his Duty farc'd him to contend, 

Calmneſs was all his Temper, Peace his End ; 

And if juſt Cenſure follow d the Debate, 

His Pity wout his Zeal anticipate, 

A Heavenly Patience did his Mind poſlefs, 
Chearful in Pain, and Thankful in Diſtreſs ; 
Mighty in Works of Sacred Charity, 

Which none knew better how to' guide than he ; 
Bounty, and generous Thougtss; wek up his Mind | 
Extenſive, bike bis Maker's, to Mankind, - 

With ſuch a Soul, that (had he Mines in-ſtore) 


He. wor d ne er:be Rich, while' any Man was. Poor : :\ | \ 
I E A Heart 
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A Heart ſo Grear, that, had he had a Purſe, 
Twoud have ſupplyd the Poor oth Univerſe. 
Now he's aboye the Praiſes of my Pen, 
The Beſt of Memifters, and Beſt of Men ! 

Then ſpeak nor of him with a mowrnful Votce ; 
For why ſhou'd we Repine, and he Rejoyce ? 
Hi Harveſt hat been full,” bis Seaſon long, 

And long be charm d us with bis Heavenly Song, 
The ſame, che yery ſame, which flaming Love, 
Fir'd with Coeteſtial Raptures, fings/above ; 
Touch'd with a Sacred Influence that's given 
From that Eternal Harmony in Heaven ; 

The Chorus and: the-Confort: ever laft; // - 

A full Reward for all-his Troubles paſt. 
For if thets/be Gbd; and furure Stare, - 
”- A Heaven, a'Hell, 'a' Good and Evil Fate ;' | 
A Great firft Cauſe, Immortal and Immenſe, 


That dots Rewards arid _— : 
| Then 
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Then Pious Men, when they reyolye to Duit, 

Do thoſe Rewards partake, if Heaven beJult : 

For Death's a paſſive Notion ; and the whole 

Is but a Tranſmutation of the Soul 

From an embodied Life, to a ſublime, 

Preſcribd no more to Circumſtance and Time ; 

For if no difference of States there be, 

How then do Vice and Vertue Ciſagree ? 

For here the Diſadvantage plainly lics 

For Knaves and Fools, againſt the Juit and Wile : : 

By partial Fame the proſperous Fool's careſsd, 

The Bad exalted, and the Good ſuppreſsd. 

The Good Man's Expectation then muſt be 

From Happineſs with Iamortal:ty : 
Something which to ſublimer Vertue's due, 
Something ſubſtantial and eternal too, "_ 
That can for all his Suffering ſatisfie, | 


His Hopes ſupport, and all his Wants ſupply : 
For.. 
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For if to future State we have no regard, 

How then caa Vertue be its own Reward ? 
Could but my happy Pen deſcribe the Senſe 

Thar ſeizd his joyful Soul at parting hence ; 

Such Contemplarions would transform my Mind ; 

ForThoeughts reach Heaven,when Bodies ſtay behind: 

And he tha: thinks at fo Divine a rate, 

May furure Happineſs anticipate, 

Wien his Heart leap\] atthe good News of Death, 

Ard dacred Extaſtes employ'd his Breath, 

The ble&d Rewards did to his Fazth appear, 

The Paſlage eaſie, and the Proſpect near ; 

And firm Aſſurance, with a lofty Gale, 

Wing with Divineſt Comfort, fill'd his Sail : 


His Hopes were conſtant, and his Comforts true * 
No wonder Palaam wiſhd to die ſo too. 


He had the gladlome Regions in his view, 


And; 
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4 And noy Seraphick Fays furround his Soul, 


* Which feel no diminution or controul : 


But what they are, on how far they extend, 
No Pem-can wrize, or Thought can comprehend, 


But he who at that happy Place arrives ; 


For Heaven is only knownby Negatives. 

How much Ccaleſtial V ifton comprehends.; 
Whether to. Hamane 4Gtons 1t extends, 

Whether he's now informd of Things. below, 
&r needleſs as hnyofſwle to. know : 

{ For ſight of Spirits is unpreſcribd by. ſpace. 

- What” ſee they nat, who ſee the Bternal Face # 

; The bright transforming Rays of Heaverly Light, 
| Immenſe,, knmortal, Pure, and Infinice, 


Dos Likeneſs with its Light communicate, 


* The Spiric exalt, and all its Frame dilate ; 
| . F Infuling 
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Infuſing with the brigh: Similitude 
An mexpreſſible Beatitude ! 


And could he now, in his exalted State, 


His Thoughts by Sympathy communicate, 
Or fome ſapertor way 

For Spirits converſe 
Without the helps of Voice : 

Could he rehearſe 

To our Conception, what is Heaven above, 
'Twou'd beconcifely thus, Alt Heaven isLove: 
Love Infinite, Magnificent, and I rue, 
Divine in Magnitude, and Obx&t roo : 


Love, Joy, and Glory, conſtitute the Place ; | 


The Exalted Triumphs of Vifor:zour Grace ! 
Na ] 
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No Sorrow can be there, becauſe no Sin ; 

For all is Peace without, and Pure within.” , 
There all are Gods, and yet they all adore 

The One Supream firſt Cauſe of Soveraign Power ; 
And all that Aderation's mix'd with Love, 

The great Eſſential of the Joys aboye : 

That Heaven-horn Paſſwn , which with pureſt Flame 
Burns only there : For here tis but a Name, 
An empty Name, by Int'reſt limited, 

A Slave to Scandal, and by Fancy led. 
Friendſhip, anmix'd with Sexes, reigns above 

The true Extream of high ſuperios Love 3 
Emblem of Heaven, which it reſembles ſo, 

It almoſt ſeems to make a Heaven below : 


For Love in Heaven, i God communcate ; 


In Souls, Collatexal ; both ſupreamly Great : 
; EFhe 
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The Enjoyment's as reciprocal as high; 

For Love's no Paſhon, but a &:ality : . 

Thro' ic the Almighty Glory Carts his Beams, 
Known only by unutterable Names; 

Wih Light and Splendor anappreach 4 erthrond, 
Millions of fiery Spiri:s attending round, 

W vo, like Scaw, have Brightneſs frgn bu Rays, 
Ang they Dofect it back again in Praiſe. | 
Where cer this boſs d Society ſhalt- dwell, © 


That Place is Heaven, and every where elſe is Hell. 


